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other side. The other brothers quickly brought miead the
stream. All the brothers and sisters said, “Luckiy came and
rescued you otherwise...” Then | said, “Otherwiseolid have
been drowned, swept away by the stream.” But | seas
frightened that my heart was trembling. After thated to get
up, but my hands and legs had become weak sod cotiwalk.

There were two ways. One way was very difficulbad
steep paths and big jungles. The other way wagjdlanbank
of the stream where there were huge rocks and exfatt Then
some sisters asked me, “You tell us. Which way kel go?”
| said, “Though it's a long and steep way, let'stiyat way,
because we won’'t need to cross the stream.” Budidrét have
enough time to go by the long way. So we decidegbtby the
way which goes through the stream because it warsesh

Not only at that one place but also in many otlaces
we had to cross streams. We even had to crosauhe stream
in many places. | could not walk because of feathé difficult
places such as on the slope of a hill and the battie stream
where there were big rocks, the brothers carriedWeewere
eventually able to reach our homes, escaping otlteomouth of
death.

At that time, in the villages in the hilly arealsete were
neither good roads nor were there bridges acresstthams.
But nowadays there is a good road in these pldtese are
vehicles that move along the road. There is a négé over
the stream, too. But there are still streams, sscne Maya
stream, which have no bridges. How good it wouldf beidges
were built over all of those streams!



walking. Anyway we ate a little of the food andnisept. Just &
we were going to sleep, a pack of jackals startedihg and
howled for whole night so we were unable to sleep.

The next day we left that house early in the mayihmn
begin walking. We reached Khandbari at night aftalking for
the whole day. The following day we went to take &xam.
Many people from far away had come there to takesttam.
After the exam, we became acquainted with new diseand we
visited the town of Khandbatri in the afternoon. e way, there
was a beautiful statue of the famous poet Laxmgatd3evkota.
There were many houses and shops in the town. Tvese
statue of another poet Bhanubhakta Acharya at ttdlenof the
market in the town.

On the third day, we left in the cold air of eadligwn to
go back to our homes. Though there were difficsjtiee were
returning chatting and laughing. Suddenly it thuede Because
of the thunder, our hearts were terrified, anceigdn to rain
heavily, and there was a real storm. At the same,tthere was
lightning. We were very frightened. Our hands aaet fvere
already freezing from the cold water, but we keatking

anyway.

After that, we had to cross big, big streams onithg.
When we came near the Maya stream, it was floodaugause of
the rain. We were frightened at seeing the flooditngam. After
that | said, “How can we go across?” Then the lsayd, “What
can we accomplish by being afraid? It will be dsokn. There
isn’t even a bridge.”

We sat there for a while and then we went intostieam
with the help of the brothers. After we had jushgadnto the
water, in the middle of the stream, the water cap&o our
necks, so it was difficult for us to breath. Attthiene, before |
realized what was happening, the stream swept rag tmthe
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Being Swept away by the Maya Stream

My house is at the bottom of the second big mounitai
the Makalu Eastern hilly region of Nepal at Tama¥dlage, one
of many villages. This is where the Yakkha people.IBecause
my house is in the hilly region, many other peapid | had to go
far away to study. In this way, my studies readiedsecondary
level. It was about three years ago that |, alonl ather girls
and boys from the village, six people altogethealked to the
headquarters at Khandbari to take the SLC exam.

It took two days to reach that place. While we were
walking, at times we had to go uphill and at tirdegvnhill and
sometimes we got very thirsty. Because of walkorgstich a
long time, our legs began to hurt. It began todgek, and the
cattle went to their sheds. The wild animals wédse going to
their shelters. Everywhere the cicaskase making a noise. In
some places we saw firefliedle were walking uphill through the
jungle, wiping away the sweat. After coming outlod jungle, we
looked around and saw faint smoke. After that, veeew
fascinated by the smoke and, as we looked, we samae#l house
like a hut. Then the boys said, “What should wendav? Could
we stay in that house?” Then | replied, “Let’s steye, otherwise
where can we stay? There is no other house tarstayfter
that, we went to that house, having decided to thtase.

When we reached the house, there were two old eopl
One was a man, and the other was a woman. Thesigiee
asked the old man, “Grandfather, may we stay lwemglt?”
Then he said, “Children, where have you come frachwhere
are you going? Okay, you can stay here. We willndattever we
have; anyhow we will stay together.” We were vdriysty from
walking so we asked for some water and drank iat Water was
so tasty and it quenched our thirst. Then we tatk&mhg time
with that old man. After some time, the old womaiied us to
have the meal, as it was ready. We had the mealmiéal was
not particularly tasty, perhaps because of oudtiess from
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